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RENSSELAER COUNTY LEGISLATURE 
SPECIAL MEETING 

 
 

Monday, November 23, 2015 
 
 
Legislature called to order by Chairman Brownell at:  6:05 P.M. 
 
Roll Call: Present:  18 
 

Absent:   1 (Stammel) 
 
Invocation: Mr.  Reid 
 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag: Mr. Grimm 
 

NOTICE OF CALL FOR SPECIAL MEETING 
 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, That pursuant to Rule No. 1C of the Rules of 
the Rensselaer County Legislature, I hereby call a special 
meeting of the Rensselaer County Legislature to be held on 
Monday, 23, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. in the Legislative Chambers of the 
Rensselaer County Office Building, 1600 7th Avenue, Troy, New 
York. 
 
The purpose of the meeting is to act upon: 
 
A LOCAL LAW OF THE COUNTY OF RENSSELAER, NEW YORK 
DRINKING WATER PROTECTION LAW 
 
and any other legislation filed in accordance with Rule 16C of the Rules of 
the Rensselaer County Legislature. 

 
 
 

/S/Stan Brownell 
Chairman of the Legislature. 



 
On motion of Mr. Herrington, duly seconded, the reading of the 
minutes of the Meeting of November 10, 2015 was dispensed with 
and approved as printed. 
 
MEETING AGENDA 
 
PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS:  (on file in Clerk's Office) 
 
PRESENTATION OF COMMUNICATIONS: (on file in Clerk's Office) 
 
REPORTS OF COMMISSIONS:   (on file in Clerk's Office) 
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:   (on file in Clerk's Office) 
 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: (on file in Clerk's Office) 
 
LOCAL LAWS:      1 Attached 
 
INDEX OF RESOLUTIONS:    Attached 
 
LEGISLATOR'S PRIVILEGE:     
 
ADJOURNMENT:     6:15 P.M. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"Say NO to Drugs" 



RENSSELAER COUNTY LEGISLATURE 
SPECIAL MEETING 

 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2015 

 
LOCAL LAWS: 

 A LOCAL LAW OF THE COUNTY OF RENSSELAER, NEW YORK 
DRINKING WATER PROTECTION LAW 

INDEX OF RESOLUTIONS: 

P/489/15 RESOLUTION REQUESTING GOVERNOR ANDREW CUOMO TO 
FACILITATE A COMPREHENSIVE HEALTH STUDY AND HEALTH 
REGISTRY FOR THE AREA IMPACTED BY THE PROPOSED 
NORTHEAST ENERGY DIRECT COMPRESSOR STATION 
 

 

















RENSSELAER COUNTY LEGISLATURE 
 

Introduced by Legislator(s) Shannon, Breselor, Reid 
 
Sent To:  Committee Date  November 23, 2015 
      
 
Resolution No.  P/489/15 

    

 
RESOLUTION REQUESTING GOVERNOR ANDREW CUOMO TO FACILITATE A COMPREHENSIVE 
HEALTH STUDY AND HEALTH REGISTRY FOR THE AREA IMPACTED BY THE PROPOSED 

NORTHEAST ENERGY DIRECT COMPRESSOR STATION 
 

WHEREAS, That this legislative body has long endeavored to protect the 
health, safety, quality of life and environment for those who live and work 
in Rensselaer County; and 

 
WHEREAS, A Northeast Energy Direct gas compressor station has been 

proposed for location near a residential area, namely the Burden Lake area 
of Nassau, and will present a number of health, safety, environmental and 
quality of life issues; and 

 
WHEREAS, This compressor station proposed for Nassau will be 41,000 

horsepower, powered by turbine engines which produce sound up to 113 
decibels and operate 24 hours / 7 days a week requiring stadium style 
lights that will light the 10 acres needed for the compression station 
complex; and 

 
WHEREAS, The compressor station as outlined will be the only large 

industrial edifice in the middle of this existing residential community 
forever altering the rural landscape; and 

 
WHEREAS, This legislative body has many concerns regarding the health 

impacts of the proposed compressor station based on studies released and 
concerns from medical and health professionals, and a lack of economic 
benefits from the project, and expected health, safety, quality of life and 
economic benefits; and   

 
WHEREAS, Studies have shown that air quality in the vicinity of 

compressor stations can be impacted by chemicals, including volatile 
organic compounds (VOCs); and 

 
WHEREAS, The American Medical Association and the Medical Society of 

the State of New York both passed resolutions calling for government funded 
health assessments in order to document the well-being and safety of those 
affected by natural gas pipelines and their operations; and 

 
WHEREAS, This legislative body believes that in order to protect the 

residents impacted by the proposed compressor station, a Comprehensive 
Health Study should be implemented.  This study should include a baseline 
health study to establish population health status before the compressor 
station is built; and 
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WHEREAS, This legislative body further believes that a health registry 

should be compiled to track long term effects of the compressor station on 
the health of residents directly impacted; and  

 
WHEREAS, In order to effectively track air quality in the vicinity of 

the compressor station, the proper equipment shall be used and continually 
updated as technologies and research warrant; and 

 
WHEREAS, Governor Andrew Cuomo has the duty and means to direct and 

implement safeguards to protect the resident population from adverse 
effects of the compressor station; and 

 
WHEREAS, The leadership of Governor Cuomo on this issue can make an 

significant positive impact on the health, safety and quality of life for 
those who are directly affected by this project; now, therefore, be it 

 
RESOLVED, This legislative body does hereby request Governor Andrew 

Cuomo to facilitate a Comprehensive Health Study, as outlined for the area 
immediately impacted by the proposed compressor station; and, be it, 
further 

 
RESOLVED, That the Clerk of this legislative body is hereby directed 

to transmit a copy of this resolution to Governor Andrew Cuomo. 
 
Resolution ADOPTED by the following vote: 
Ayes: 17 
Nays:  0 
Abstain:  1 (Fiacco) 
November 23, 2015 
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